
　Another natural disaster hit Japan. As brown muddy water surged, houses and trees were swept 
away in an instant causing blackouts and stoppage of the water supply system.

  Heavy rain emergency warnings were issued in Tochigi, Ibaraki and Miyagi prefectures due to 

torrential rainfalls in these areas, which were caused by Typhoon Etau that hit the Tokai region on 

September 9th. The next day, water overflowed from the banks of the Kinugawa River in Joso City, 

Ibaraki Prefecture; followed by landslide disasters and flooding of other rivers. Floods and landslides in 

the city center caused great damage, such as building collapses. The number of evacuees was more than 

5,600 at its peak and as of the end of September; many people still remain at school gymnasiums, 

community centers, and temples.

  To deal with this situation, Civic Force began gathering information of the disaster immediately after 

it occurred and decided to send an emergency support team on the same day. Cooperating with Peace 

Winds Japan, our partner organization, we started support activities for a welfare facility in 

worst-affected Joso City, which was isolated by the flood.

  To support the prolonged period of evacuation, we are working with the NGO Collaboration Center for 

HANSHIN QUAKE Rehabilitation, another partner organization of Civic Force, in sending volunteers. 

All Round Helicopter, which is also our partner, dispatched a helicopter to assess the level of damage 

caused by the heavy rainfalls in the Tohoku region. 

  This issue of the Civic Force News Letter covers reports on our support activities for people who were 

affected by the heavy rainfalls in the Kanto and Tohoku regions. We will also report on the Tohoku 

nature experience program for scholarship students of the “Dream Support Project” , an initiative 

designed to support students who became victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake. Subsequent 

conditions of our support provided to victims of the Nepal earthquake and the Tohoku region will follow 

as well.
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Emergency Support Team Sent to Disaster-affected Areas in Ibaraki Prefecture

　 

We escorted the staff of a welfare facility, which 
was isolated by the flood occurred in Joso City, 
Ibaraki Prefecture. We also delivered reliefs 
goods, such as food and medicine.
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Supporting People Affected by Heavy Rain

　　　　　   
              
　 
　For the Kanto and Tohoku regions where the heavy rain on September 

9-10 caused significant damage, Civic Force started investigation on the 

damage right after the disaster occurred, and decided to dispatch 

emergency relief team. At the same time, we established a special bank 

account to start collecting donation. Having supports from people, the 

team entered Joso City,  Ibaraki Prefecture with our partner 

organization Peace Winds Japan. Joso City was one of the most 

devastated areas.

  That afternoon, they got the information that more than 120 people 

including the senior citizens and staff members were left in the 

retirement facility due to the flooding. The team delivered commodities 

such as food, water, and medicine by amphibious vehicle and rubber 

boat. They also transported extra caregivers by boat to support the 

personnel at the retirement facility. The facilities were flooded with two 

meters high at the most and the first floor of the facility was completely 

under water. The facility was isolated and was dark due to power 

outage. Everyone was nervous until the team staff arrived to give them 

comfort. According to the facility staff, the medication was crucial to 

some seniors, so that the delivery of medicine, food, and water was very 

invaluable. 

  

　

The following articles describe Civic
Force’ s aid activities after the Great
East Japan Earthquake, which has been
continuing since March 11, 2011, as
well as its emergency response
activities in Japan post-disasters.
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Delivering relief goods to the isolated areas 

by boat or amphibious vehicle

　On the other hand, people began to show fatigue after staying at an 

evacuation center more than one week after the disaster. Risk of 

catching cold and infectious diseases increases in the place where many 

people come and go. Therefore the team started to provide supports for 

the people living as refugees with such anxiety. The “foot bath service” 

was offered by The NGO Collaboration Center for HANSHIN QUAKE 

Rehabilitation that has been working together with Civic Force in the 

areas of Japan affected by the disasters like the Great East Japan 

Earthquake and the sediment disaster in Hiroshima. The team has 

been working to achieve the prompt reconstruction of the damaged 

area,  inc luding organiz ing “Volunteer  Bus”  with The NGO 

Collaboration Center to clean up the flooded houses.

   　　　　　　　　　　　　

Call for Your Support

■ Bank name: Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation
Branch name: Aoyama
Account number: (savings account) 7027403 
Account name: Civic Force
■ Access the URL below for the donation via credit cards or 
electronic money:
https://bokinchan2.com/civicforce/donation/bokin/page1
.php?bokin_type=donation
 ■Bank name: Japan Post Bank
Account number: 00140-6-361805
Account name: Civic Force
* Please state, “Donation for the people affected by the 
Kanto and Tohoku Heavy Rain Disaster” in the space for 
correspondence.

We appreciate your understanding that 15 % of your 
donation will be spent on operating expenses.

Dispatch of Emergency Relief Team
Delivering Commodities to the Isolated Areas
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The Great East Japan Earthquake
  

 ARH Answers Local Needs

ARH delivers aerial video to the disaster 
countermeasures headquarters

  Heavy rain last September caused severe damages to Miyagi 

Prefecture as well as north Kanto area. Excess water-flow gushed 

into Sibui River bank and flooded the wide residential area in Osaki 

City, Miyagi Prefecture. On September 11, All Round Helicopter 

(ARH), a partner NPO of Civic Force, delivered the aerial video to 

Osaki City as they were seeking information about the disaster area.

  Due to the bad weather condition, ARH helicopter could not take 

off. Instead Civic Aerial Disaster Support Center, a partner NPO of 

Civic Force, flew their helicopter. For aerial shooting, we asked 

PASCO, a company that has an expertise in aerial shooting and 

cooperated with Civic Force for development of the SOS sheet. ARH 

staff said, “Delivering accurate and current information can 

minimize the damage. We are more responsive than the local 

government and we like to keep supporting people who need our 

help.”

　

３

  

 

The First Heliport Festival

   On June 28, the Festival Executive Committee held the first 
Heliport Festival at the heliport in Kesennuma City where ARH 

headquarter is located.

At the temporary markets in the helicopter hangar, there were 

many shops with plenty of local fresh produce, candies for children 

and local wild flowers from Kesennuma. They also had picture-story 

entertainment using cloth instead of paper. AED training was 

demonstrated by paramedics and for those who won the tossing 

game (paper-rock-scissors) won the helicopter boarding experience. 

People who participated in the event said that they felt helicopters 

had become more familiar. 

Trial Package Tour of nina Jinseki-Kogen

The Great East Japan Earthquake

Hiroshima Prefecture-based nina Jinseki-Kogen, a partner NPO of 

Civic Force, has been continuing survey and support for relocation 

and  evacuat i on  f r om Fukush ima  Pre f e c ture .  I t  hos ted  

“Jinseki-Kogen Tour” two times for relocation applicants on August 

14-16 and August 22-24.

Two families from Fukushima Prefecture participated in this tour. 

The goal of this tour is for participants to learn about Jinseki-Kogen. 

The tour showed tourist attractions, hospitals, local authority office, 

schools, local companies, and a roadside station in Jinseki-Kogen 

and they introduced the attractive living theme in this town as well 

as the town-revitalizing project.

In addition, the participants visited a dairy farm, a dog run and 

vegetable  and herb gardens in a  nature experience park 

“Tiergarten,” which had grand opening in July 2015, and the 

candidate housing. Nina Jinseki-Kogen offered necessary 

information for Jinseki-Kogen town as one of relocation places. They 

also listened to the participants about the damages caused by the 

nuclear power plant accident, the influence of radiation and their 

thoughts on relocation.

A family, who evacuated from Iidate Village to Date City said, “We 

participated in the tour and decided to relocate. We like to live in a 

safe place for children.” 

ARH Helicopter

Many visitors at Heliport Festival

“Mid-Summer Snow Festival” in Jinseki-Kogen

Children playing in Tiergarten



　　　　　   
              

　　　　　   
　　　　　　

The Importance for the Fishermen Planting Trees in the Mountains
Host organization: NPO “Mori wa Umi no Koibito (The forest is longing for the sea, the sea is longing for the forest)

　　　　　

　　　　　   
　　　　　　

“People who are Trying Their Best in Local Community are Captivating.”
Ms. Natsuki Miura (junior at Ritsumeikan University, from Miyagi Prefecture)

I feel lucky to get an opportunity to realize that the integrative concept is necessary to achieve and 

protect our life with nature. Civil engineering and nature science can be adopted in the policy when 

we are trying to coincide our life with nature not only in Kesennuma City but for the entire Japan 

in the future. I think people who are trying their best to help in the local community are very 

captivating.

Tohoku Nature Experience Program in the summer – “Dream Support Project”

The “Dream Support Project,” Mid- to Long- Term Reconstruct Project of Civic Force, offers scholarships 
and educational programs for students in the need for those who were affected by the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. As a part of the project, we carried out hands-on activity programs teaming up with three 
NPOs based in Tohoku in August and September.

“Mori wa Umi no Koibito” program. Participants experienced the connection between the forest and the sea during the three-day program.

４

   Karakuwa Peninsula in Kesennuma City, Iwate Prefecture, is 

famous for its beautiful natural scenery and various seafood such as 

superior oysters and scallops. “Mori wa Umi no Koibito,” the NPO which 

focuses on environmental education, tree planting activity and 

protecting natural environment has been involved with “Tohoku nature 

experience program” from August 19, 2015 to August 21, 2015. Two 

scholarship students from Miyagi Prefecture participated in this 

program. They researched the connection between the forest and the 

sea collaborating with students from Kyoto University.

On the first day, they had a boat tour in the oyster farm. The Vice 

Chairman, Mr. Makoto Hatakeyama explained about the oysters and 

the plankton in the water. After moving to Kukunakihama Beach, they 

learned about ecology and environmental studies in the area in relation 

to the sea animals.

On the second day, they went to the mountain instead of the sea with 

the Chairman, Mr. Shigeatsu Hatakeyama who is also a fisherman 

himself. Being involved with the tree planting activity that “Mori wa 

Umi no Koibito” started 27years ago, he emphasized the importance for 

fishermen to plant trees in the mountains. “If the quality of the forest is 

not good, it reflects on the sea quality as well. Nutrition from the 

mountains goes down to the sea and makes the fishing ground rich.”

Then, on the last day, they cooked and ate the conger eels they caught 

the night before. They also visited Oya Beach that used to be popular 

among swimmers and families before the disaster. Visiting the 

breakwater that is currently under construction, they heard the voices 

of the local residents of what their thoughts were on the situation.

The Great East Japan Earthquake

Translation ： YWCA （Young Women's Christian Association） 

                   ILV （International Language Volunteers）
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“With Kids from Fukushima”    Host Organization: House of Sunshine in Your Hand       

　

 

　　　　　   
　　　　　　

“Treasuring the Relation”
Hokuto Shishido (junior at Iwate University, from Miyagi Prefecture)

I spent three days with kids to have learnt that I could see more things when standing at the viewpoint of 

children. Through the program, I was able to enjoy the nature by climbing a tree, chopping firewood and grape 

picking. Treasuring the relation with many people I met this time, I want to try as many things in the future as I 

have done.

　　　　　   
　　　　　　

With Warm Heart
Rena Yanagiba (freshman at Uekusa Gakuen University, from Fukushima Prefecture)

I was nervous at first but I found that many people were warm and cozy, which made me relaxed to do my tasks 

at ease. At my university I am studying with an aim to acquire a teaching qualification for special support 

school. But I had never had a chance to take care of the users who are primary school pupils or older. So it was a 

precious experience for me, which renewed my strong hope to be a person who can treat people with warm heart.

　　　　　   
　　　　　　

Time Spent at Welfare Facility　　　Host Organization: NPO Network Orange

  With the slogan “Whichever with or without disability, everyone is the 

main player for community development,” Network Orange, an NPO 

(The Leader is Miko Onodera) that started its activity in Kesennuma, 

Miyagi Prefecture in 2003, has been developing various projects 

including welfare, community renovation, and fostering entrepreneurs.  

At one of the projects, scholarship students from Fukushima Prefecture 

experienced volunteer activities from September 1 to 4 at “Orange Egg,”

a local activity support center for high school graduates and “Orange 

Kids,” an after-school day-service for pupils. 

On the first day, the students gradually adapted themselves to the 

activity, playing with the users and helping their works. On the second 

and third days, they served as teachers for calculation and Chinese 

characters, solving questions together and checking the answers.

   From September 19 to 21, scholarship students of Dream Support 

Project experienced a volunteer activity at “House of Sunshine in Your 

Hand,” a reconstruction coexistence house in Tome City, Miyagi 

Prefecture. House of Sunshine in Your Hand, built in an old Japanese 

traditional method by local carpenters and artisans who know 

thoroughly the nature of wood, is a sustainable housing which uses 

natural energy and natural materials. It has continued to accept 

parents and children faced with various difficulties due to the Great 

East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 

　

plant accident. Civic Force also has continued the support for their 

operation since its launch.

The scholarship students joined the “Camp in Your Hand” organized by 

House of Sunshine in Your Hand for two nights and three days as 

helpers and stayed with parents and children from Fukushima 

prefecture. At the program, they livened up the events including a local 

festival, “bottle whistle concert & workshop,” walking in woods, 

barbeque party and Minamisanriku Sansan shopping arcade tour 

together with supporters coming from inside and outside the city.



「A-PAD が果たす役割～地域連携の仕組み」 と題したセッ
ション２。 鵜尾雅隆 A-PAD 経営企画部長のファシリテート
のもと、 笹川平和財団の茶野順子常務理事をはじめ、 イ
ンドネシア、 韓国、 フィリピンの A-PAD メンバーが登壇し
議論しました

A-PAD
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第 3 回 国連防災世界会議 （WCDRR） とは

６

Thank You for Your Donation for Earthquake Victims in Nepal

　In April, a major earthquake struck the central Nepal. A joint team formed by Asia Pacific Alliance for Disaster Management (A-PAD), an 

international organization supported by Civic Force, and Peace Winds Japan left for the disaster-hit area the next day of the calamity and 

started providing emergency support.

Since then, our team members have been engaged in searching for the missing and secured procuring and distributing disaster relief goods in 

Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal, and Sindhupalchowk District, an area which was severely damaged. Witnessing rescue dogs’ hard work, some 

victims said to us, “Japan’ s supports are encouraging us,” and “We appreciate the rescue dogs working really hard.” Additionally, we heard 

some people scream in happiness when the first relief goods arrived at them who lived in an isolated area and had not received goods for 

longer than one week after the earthquake.

The total amount of your donation reached about 9.79 million yen as of the end of August 2015. Thank you very much for your cordial 

support.

Workshop Held in Sri Lanka to Enhance Disaster Management
Civic Force started the “Community Disaster Prevention Program in Sri 

Lanka,” a project which aimed at improving disaster prevention 

capability in the disaster-prone country, in February 2014. Following 

the first year which ended in February 2015, we entered the second 

year to do the project.

In the first year, we held 31 workshops to improve disaster prevention 

capability for not only prefectural, province, and village officials in 

charge of disaster management but also local residents, including 

farmers, youth groups, women groups and students, at Hambantota 

District, Southern Province, Sri Lanka, which was affected by the 

tsunami due to a great earthquake off the coast of Sumatra in 2004. A 

total of 2,058 joined our events and many attendants had good opinions 

of them, saying “The workshops provided us with knowledge on the 

disaster management which is helpful in our daily life and business.” 

Some knowledge the people obtained at the events proved useful when

faced a flood disaster in January 2015. Meanwhile at the central and 

prefectural government level, we launched the “Asia Pacific Alliance for 

Disaster Management in Sri Lanka (A-PAD Sri Lanka),” a disaster 

management platform joined by various actors. Cooperating with 

private companies and governmental organizations, A-PAD Sri Lanka 

provided emergency supports when natural disasters, such as drought, 

mud slide, and flood, occurred in Sri Lanka. These efforts have 

contributed to increasing the number of private companies that 

supported A-PAD Sri Lanka and diversifying its support activities, 

which made A-PAD Sri Lanka a solid disaster prevention platform 

involving various actors. 

In the second year, making use of the knowledge we obtained so far, we 

are holding workshop events to improve disaster prevention 

management for residents living in Jaffna and Mullaitivu District, 

areas located in northern part of the country.  
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Kensuke Onishi, Chairperson of Civic Force, gave a speech on “The 

Current Situation and Future Challenge of NGO: Thinking of 

Civil-Military Cooperation” at the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 

Command and Staff College on July 7th. The speech event, now in its 

fifth year, has seen about 70 students including those from UK, South 

Korea, and Philippines, and staff members join in.

This college aims to provide education and training programs to 

senior commanders and staff so that they can learn knowledge and 

skills to fulfill their task. The speech event is one of the training 

programs in the college and Kensuke Onishi delivered the speech as 

one of the intellectuals. Mr. Onishi talked about a variety of topics - 

the emergency humanitarian aid activities in Iraq, Kosovo, East 

Timor and Afghanistan, the process to establish Civic Force, our 

support activities for victims in the Great East Japan Earthquake 

and disasters which happened in Asian countries, the cooperation 

between private companies and the governments, and the feasibility 

of civil and military cooperation.

Emergency Preparedness Mechanism

　　　　　  

Support Us with Single-click Donations

　You can make social contributions in one click a day.

▪gooddo

http://bit.ly/17Xr7N3

▪ PSC Click Fund

 http://www.psc-inc.co.jp/clickdonation/index.html

The United People Fund’ s “Single-click

donation” was closed at the end of March 2015.

Thank you for your long-standing support.

　　　　　   　
　　　　　　　

　Civic Force will relocate its Tokyo Office on April
27, 2015.

New Address:

Tomigaya-Ogawa Bldg. 2F, 2-41-12, Tomigaya,

Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-0063

　　　　　   　

　

In order to be prepared for future disasters, we need your support. 

Become a monthly supporter and you can donate a fixed amount each 

month (in 1,000 yen units) and help prepare for future large-scale 

disasters. Payments can be made through bank transfers to Civic Force:

▪Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation:

Aoyama Branch Account No. 6953964

▪Japan Postal Bank:

Account No. 00140-6-361805

Account holder’ s name of the above banks is

“Civic Force”

▪Credit card:

Please check the “Donate Now!” section of the

Civic Force website below

https://bokinchan2.com/civicforce/donation/bokin

/page1.php?bokin_type=donation

*You can read back issues of our monthly reports

and News Letter on the following website:

７

Kensuke Onishi, Chairperson of Civic Force, making a speech

Mr. Onishi Gave a Speech at the JMSDF 
Command and Staff College

Announcement regarding relocation of
our Tokyo Office

Start Your Support with Only 33 Yen
per Day
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                   ILV （International Language Volunteers）


